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Introduction 

 

Welcome to Kindergarten! 
 
You have joined an extraordinary school made up of children, parents, teachers, and 
support staff.  We are excited about the opportunity to get to know your family.  We know 
how special your child is…all children are important to us.  We have created a caring, 
nurturing environment where providing the best education available is just the beginning.  
We are committed to the total well-being of each and every child and family who enter our 
building.  Our mission is to promote a partnership between home and school that will 
support each child through the academic year. 
 
We believe that all children go through predictable stages of growth physically, mentally, 
and emotionally.  We also believe that each child grows at an individual pace.  Our job is to 
recognize where each child is on the learning continuum and design activities that facilitate 
learning in each individual.   
 
All children learn best in an active and hands-on environment.  Our developmental 
approach promotes academic skills experienced in everyday activities, where we 
encourage inquiry and value creativity and diversity. 
 
This notebook has been designed to inform you of everything you need to know about the 
workings of kindergarten.  The enclosed pages provide explanations about preparing for 
kindergarten, the curriculum, school policies, and communication.  It is our hope that this 
notebook will serve as a reference for your child’s kindergarten experience.  We hope that 
this will be a valuable tool for both you and your child. 
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Introduction 

 

What should my child be able to do when entering 
kindergarten? 
 
Your child should be able to: 
 

 Button and unbutton clothing 
 Zip and snap (clothing and book bags) 
 Put on and remove shoes and boots 
 Hang clothes on a hook 
 Take care of toilet needs without help 
 Blow his/her nose using a tissue and dispose of the tissue properly 
 Wash and dry hands 
 Use appropriate manners when eating 
 Listen to a story for 10-15 minutes 
 Speak in sentences 
 Identify rhyming words 
 Use scissors to cut on a line 
 Recognize and write his/her name.  We will work on using the manuscript style of 

handwriting.  Please see the “Handwriting” section in this notebook.   
   
 
It would be desirable for your child to be able to tell: 
 

 First, middle and last name 
 Age 
 Birthday 
 Telephone number 
 Address 
 The names of the alphabet letters 
 The sounds of some of the alphabet letters 
 The numerals 1-20 when shown on paper 
 

Remember, these are things that we will work on during the kindergarten year! 
 
 
Preschool curriculum addresses the areas of development listed above in their programs.  
If your child did not attend preschool and he/she needs reinforcement in any of these skill 
areas, the Early Intervention program at the Hershey Early Childhood Center offers a Pre-
Kindergarten Summer Camp. 
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Websites for Parents and Kids Transitioning into 
Kindergarten 
 

 

 

Listed below is a sampling of some great web sites that would be beneficial for you to 
explore this summer before school starts.  Some of these websites are helpful to parents, 
and others are fun and educational activities for your child to work on with you at home.  
 
 
http://www.GetReadytoRead.org 
http://www.jumpstart2kindergarten.org 
http://www.scholastic.com/families 
http://www.hssd.k12.wi.us/readingchild.htm 
http://www.hssd.k12.wi.us/readingchild.htm#scissors 
http://www.crayola.com/activitybook/print.cfm?id=1129 
http://www.hssd.k12.wi.us/readingchild.htm#muscle 
http://www.pbskids.org/arthur/grownups/activities/gross.html 
http://www.pbskids.org/lions/printables/games/alphabet_uc.html 
http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/kindergarten_prep.html#Math 
http://www.kidsource.com/kidsource/content3/AmericaReads/preschol.html 
http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/kindergarten_prep.html#Literacy 
https://www.ed.gov/pubs/EarlyMath/activities1.html 
http://www.hssd.k12.wi.us/readingchild.htm#shapes 
http://www.crayola.com/activitybook/print.cfm?id=625 
http://pbskids.org/rogers/ 
http://dtsdkindergarten.wikispaces.com/ 
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/kindergarten-here-we-come 
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/school-readiness 
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/school-life/grade-by-grade/what-
kindergarten-teachers-wish-parents-knew.html 
https://www.icanteachmychild.com/71-things-your-child-needs-to-know-before-
kindergarten/ 
http://harvardhomemaker.com/10-things-to-think-about-before-your-child-starts-
kindergarten/ 
 
 
 

http://www.getreadytoread.org/
http://www.jumpstart2kindergarten.org/
http://www.scholastic.com/families
http://www.hssd.k12.wi.us/readingchild.htm
http://www.hssd.k12.wi.us/readingchild.htm#scissors
http://www.crayola.com/activitybook/print.cfm?id=1129
http://www.hssd.k12.wi.us/readingchild.htm#muscle
http://www.pbskids.org/arthur/grownups/activities/gross.html
http://www.pbskids.org/lions/printables/games/alphabet_uc.html
http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/kindergarten_prep.html#Math
http://www.kidsource.com/kidsource/content3/AmericaReads/preschol.html
http://www.hubbardscupboard.org/kindergarten_prep.html#Literacy
https://www.ed.gov/pubs/EarlyMath/activities1.html
http://www.hssd.k12.wi.us/readingchild.htm#shapes
http://www.crayola.com/activitybook/print.cfm?id=625
http://pbskids.org/rogers/
http://dtsdkindergarten.wikispaces.com/
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/kindergarten-here-we-come
https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/school-readiness
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/school-life/grade-by-grade/what-kindergarten-teachers-wish-parents-knew.html
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/school-life/grade-by-grade/what-kindergarten-teachers-wish-parents-knew.html
https://www.icanteachmychild.com/71-things-your-child-needs-to-know-before-kindergarten/
https://www.icanteachmychild.com/71-things-your-child-needs-to-know-before-kindergarten/
http://harvardhomemaker.com/10-things-to-think-about-before-your-child-starts-kindergarten/
http://harvardhomemaker.com/10-things-to-think-about-before-your-child-starts-kindergarten/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introduction 

 
Meet the Teacher Day 
 
 
Each kindergartner will have the opportunity to meet his/her teacher prior to the start of 
school.  You will receive a letter from our school office in early August that states the 
classroom assignment and your “Meet the Teacher” appointment time.   
 
When you arrive for your 20 minute appointment, walk directly to the classroom.  Please 
be prompt!  The teachers have a very tight schedule to follow.  The teacher will have your 
child join her and two to three other children in the classroom for a short tour and some 
activities that will help them get to know each other.  During this time, you are asked to 
wait in the hallway and complete some paperwork for your child’s teacher.   
 
After your child’s time with the teacher, you will have the opportunity to take a self-directed 
tour of our building.  You may visit the library, cafeteria, nurse’s office, and playground.  
You will also have the chance to take a school bus ride.  
 
We look forward to meeting with your child on Meet the Teacher Day.  We know that 
making a connection with your child before the first day of school will help ease the 
transition even more! 
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The First Day of School 
 

The first day of school will be here before we know it!  We have provided some helpful tips 
to make the day go even smoother for everyone! 

 
 Talk about school in a positive way.  Try to avoid making a “huge” deal about the first 

day of school.  Discussing the day matter-of-factly may decrease anxieties.   
 
 Talk with your child about his teacher’s name and room number and the way that 

he/she will arrive at school each day (bus rider or parent drop-off).  
 
 Be sure to label any clothing that your child will be removing during the day.  It is 

always a good idea to keep a sweater/sweatshirt in your child’s backpack. 
 
 Have your child carry a book bag (large enough to fill with a 13” tall x 11” wide 

folder and papers) to school each day.   Please avoid purchasing a book bag on 
wheels.  Thank you! 

 
 Be sure that your child knows the way that he/she will be leaving school each day (bus 

rider or parent pick-up).  If your child is a bus rider, please be sure to have him/her ride 
the bus beginning on the first day of school. 

 
 Please be at the bus stop a few minutes early.   
 
 If you will be bringing your child to school, please make sure you have enough time to 

find a parking space in the first lot that you come to (no parking along the curb or in the 
staff lot) and walk your child to the front entrance doors.  You will say goodbye at 
the front entrance doors.  You will not be permitted to walk your child to the classroom 
door.  We have plenty of adults available to make sure that your child reaches the 
correct room.   

 
 Relax!  This is such an exciting time for your child.  Your child will be well taken care of!



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Curriculum 

 

The Kindergarten Curriculum 
 
COMMUNICATION ARTS 
 
All the components of a comprehensive reading program are addressed in our 
kindergarten program; oral language, phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, 
vocabulary, comprehension and writing.  Our core program, McGraw-Hill Open Court, is 
the main tool we use to address these components and the Kindergarten state standards.  
These standards are also reflected in our report card.  This program integrates a wide 
range of reading and writing activities with math, science and social studies content.  All 
these areas are necessary for promoting early literacy and reading success. 
 

Open Court 
1.  Foundational Skills 
 Focus on phonological awareness.   
 Phonological Awareness is the foundational skill for beginning reading. 
 
  It includes tasks such as: 

 Letters/Sounds 
 Handwriting 
 Decodable books 
 Sight Words 

2.  Reading and Responding 
 Comprehension. 

Using shared reading, teachers introduce comprehension strategies and skills 
through a “think aloud” modeling approach.  These are practiced during the week 
and spiral throughout the year so students can begin to apply these strategies and 
skills independently. 

3.  Language Arts 
  

 Writing 
 Grammar 

 
 

Alphabetic Principle 
The alphabetic principle is the understanding that a letter 
represents a sound.  Students focus on recognizing capital 
and lowercase letters, formation of the letters, letter-sound 
correspondence and letter naming fluency. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home School Communication   

High-Frequency Words 

High-frequency words are taught so that students can automatically read common words 
without decoding them. 
 

Phonics 
Later in the kindergarten year, phonics becomes the focus when students begin to sound 
out words they are reading and spell words with the sounds they are learning. 
 

Small Groups 
Students will have the opportunity to work in small groups with the teacher at their 
instructional level.  This is a time when skills can be retaught, reinforced and extended 
through a variety of activities and texts differentiated for each child’s needs. 
 

Literacy Centers 
During the small group time, other students are engaged in literacy centers.  These 
centers reinforce the concept of the week and the skills and strategies taught during the 
whole group lessons.  Art, Social Studies, and Math are included in these centers. 
 

Writing 
Teachers will model and do shared writing with students to develop grammar skills and 
written expression.  Exposure to what good authors think and do occurs daily.  Students 
have the opportunity to practice the craft of writing everyday as well. 
 

Science / Social Studies 

McGraw-Hill Open Court is organized by concepts.  These concepts are the perfect match 
for teaching our social studies and science standards.  Some examples of the concepts 
are: 

 What is school all about? 
 What is kindness? 
 How does weather affect you? 
 How do things move? 
 What makes a home? 
 What is a culture? 
 What do plants need to grow? 
 Where do animals live? 
and many other concepts. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home School Communication   

LITERACY INTERVENTION 
 
As part of the overall District Literacy Framework, there is a consistent assessment 
schedule that will be followed in Kindergarten. The data from the various assessments will 
be used to determine which students will receive additional intervention beyond the literacy 
instruction that occurs in the classroom. The intervention groups will be fluid and flexible, 
allowing for the teachers and Intervention Specialist to focus and prioritize the necessary 
skills for each student. Progress will be monitored and students will be exited once there is 
sufficient data indicating that the student has met or exceeded the benchmark. Students 
not responding to interventions will be identified through Intervention Planning Meetings.  
 

MATHEMATICS 
 
Mathematics is the science dealing with the relationships of quantity, measurement, and 
properties.  Development of these concepts can occur through teacher directed activities, 
as well as through incidental learning experiences.   
  
Children learn about the basic process in mathematics by first manipulating concrete 
objects and materials.  Later, pictorial representations can be used, and eventually 
children are able to respond to symbols, including recognition of numerals. 
 
Everyday Math 

The key features of the Everyday Math include the following: 
 

 Problem solving for everyday situations 
 Developing readiness through hands-on activities 
 Establishing links between past experiences and explorations of 

new concepts 
 Sharing ideas through discussion - Children build on one 

another’s discoveries...one idea leads to another or refinements 
of a child’s own understanding 

 Cooperative learning through partner and small-group activities - 
Children discover that working together is usually more enjoyable 
and stimulating than working independently 

 Practice through games   
 Ongoing review  
 Daily routines - i.e., calendar, weather, temperature, and attendance charts 
 Informal assessment -Interactions with small groups of children to obtain a clearer 

understanding of individual strengths and weaknesses 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home School Communication   

HEALTH AND SAFETY  
 
We talk about school, recess, bicycle, traffic, and school bus safety. 
 
We also talk about good personal hygiene, food choices, washing of hands, and dental 
health.  We encourage children to become more independent with their self needs.  
 
Social Skills 
 

As part of the Kindergarten curriculum students spend 
time in their classrooms learning about social skills.  
Students identify their feelings, how to express their 
feelings and needs, and that others have feelings too.  
Students work on sharing, taking turns, self-advocacy, and 
developing positive peer relationships.   There is time 
during play and built into the daily schedule to work on 
these skills and develop them in addition to a social skills 
once a cycle as part of the essential arts rotation.  

 
Second Step 
 
Second Step is a curriculum designed to reduce impulsive and aggressive behavior in 
children.  It also helps to increase their level of social competence.  It does so by teaching 
skills in empathy, impulse control and anger management. 
 
Here’s Looking at You! 

 
This state-mandated drug and alcohol education program promotes positive self images 
and decision-making skills in students.  It encourages students to feel comfortable saying, 
“No”. 
 
Essential Arts 

 
Students will participate in one Essential Arts class per day, rotating through each class 
per the 6-day student cycle.  Those classes are: 

 Music 
 Physical Education 
 Art 
 Social Skills 
 Library  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home School Communication   

HANDWRITING 
 
Students will learn that each letter has a name and a unique formation and 
placement on paper. Formation terminology such as slide, sliding, climb, swing, 
swinging, whoops and dot, as shown in the example below, will be explicitly taught 
to the students. They will demonstrate knowledge of correct placement of the letters 
on a writing line, with regard to top, bottom and midline. The arrows on the letters 
below model where to begin on the lines and the directional flow of the letter.  
Handwriting instruction will support what the students are learning in their phonics 
lessons. 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Home School Communication   

 

LEARNING CENTERS 
 
Children entering school differ in their developmental levels.  Their interests, motivation, 
prior experiences, and needs vary.  In order to meet the individual needs of students, a 
variety of learning centers are created within the classroom to reinforce and extend 
learning objectives.   
 
Learning centers are established to provide the following: 
 

 Give children a chance to make guided choices 
 Allow children to work at their own pace 
 Provide a wide variety of activities for varying abilities 
 Include both individual and small group activities 
 Encourage children to try new things and take 

responsibility for their own learning and discovery 
 
Children direct themselves through the arrangement of materials 
and equipment to engage in meaningful learning.  Centers may 
include reading, writing, listening, math, science, computer and art.  The teacher facilitates 
these experiences that foster growth and development by carefully observing and tracking 
individual student progress.  
 
 
 

PLAY 
 
Many of children’s behaviors have a play element in them.   
We believe that children need to have time for play.  After the 
teacher has established the environment for play, it is then time to 
step back and assess the children.  The teacher provides the 
scaffolding necessary to raise each child’s level of play.  For 
example, the teacher may join in long enough to model language 
and actions that are characteristics of the roles being assumed.  
Teachers are also needed to intervene if disputes need to be 
resolved.  Play is a time for children to explore, experiment and 
master the beginnings of literacy, number-sense and science. This 
all happens when children talk and play with each other. 
 


